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Stony Point and Mornington Railway 


Centenary, 1889-19&9 


On 17th December 1989, the Mornington Railway 
Preservation Society attempted to recreate the nos- 
talgia experienced by passengers travelling the Frank- 
ston - Stony Point line in the steam era over its one 
hundred year history. 

Stony Point station was opened exactly one hundred 
years ago on this day. The station name is in itself 
descriptive of this point on the eastern side of the 
Mornington Pensinsula 73 kilometres from Mel- 
bourne. The station and its area have seen many 
changes; the loco and goods sheds have been removed, 
the turntable pit has been filled in and the tea stall has 
been closed. Only the main, unmanned, wooden 
station building remains, surrounded by pine trees in 
the picturesque curved cutting overlooking Western- 
port Bay. 

Although this station is now in decline, it is redolent 
of years past when holiday trains connected with the 
ferry en route to Cowes. One such account recalls a 
similar type of nostalgia experienced by passengers in a 
280 hp Walker rail car on the first combined ARHS/ 
ARE tour in 1965. When leaving Frankston the line 
climbs almost 300 ft in 344 miles to Langwarrin; the 
grade begins at the down end of Frankston yard where, 
in the steam days, it was the scene of many a ‘battle’. 
It was quite common to have to ‘run back’ from Baxter 
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to Frankston with the engine to clear the excess 
tonnage. 

In the bygone days if the train did not get the down 
distant signal at Baxter, the train would have had to 
come to a stand (to test the brakes), as Baxter is sit- 
uated at the foot of a long down grade. This was one of 
only two places in Victoria where a compulsory stop 
was required if the distant signal was ‘on’. But alas, no 
more, for the interlocking frame, and hence the distant 
signal had been done away with long before the station 
itself had been demolished. In the early days the junc- 
tion station used electric staff equipment which was 
replaced by a staff and ticket system and the section is 
now Frankston - Somerville, Baxter merely being 
re-established as a staff station when the Mornington 
line was operational. However the station suffered a 
predetermined fate in that it was bulldozed early this 
year to make way for the Met’s plan to decentralise 
train stabling facilties. This does not mean that the 
building had to be destroyed; it could have been 
moved to another location on the Mornington line and 
preserved by the MRPS. The Ministry of Transport 
made no attempt to publicise that the station was to be 
destroyed. 

Baxter station, 50.5 kilometres from Melbourne, was 
opened on 1 October 1888 and was manned up until 


J532 leaving Mornington with a pass. in August 1955. (ARHS Archives) 
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one year before its destruction. The original ladies’ 
toilets have been removed and a bay section has been 
added to the office. The carriage dock at the down end 
of the platform has also been removed. 


From Baxter onwards the line passes through the 
undulating farming and orchard country of Somerville, 
Tyabb and Hastings. Large quantities of apples were 
once exported from these stations. Somerville, some 
54 kilometres from Melbourne, is still presently 
manned. Once again the carriage dock at the up, or city 
end, of the platform has been removed and the ladies’ 
waiting room has been removed and replaced with a 
bus shelter. The yard toilet separating the office from 
the waiting rooms has also been demolished. The 
station is in a pleasant rural setting complete with 
mature pine trees. The large timber cool stores once 
situated on the up side of the yard were a reminder of a 
class of traffic once very important to the system of 
branch railways servicing the Mornington Peninsula. 
Tyabb is then passed, nothing more than merely a plat- 
form you might say, but it used to be a thriving area 
with a siding to the old cool store which has now 
become a hardware store. 


The next station reached is Hastings, 63 kilometres 
from Melbourne. It is still currently manned and was 
opened on 10 September 1889, (the same date as 
Somerville’s opening). Again, the ladies’ portable wait- 
ing room has been removed from the up end of the 
platform and only a portion of the verandah remains 
over the doorway to the office. However, Bittern 
station, 68 kilometres from the city, once styled in the 


Edwardian period, was the busiest station on this end 
of the line, for the railway line to Red Hill branched off 
from here. The station office was extended at the up 
end by the provision of a lobby, refreshment room and 
waiting room. In later years the original waiting room 
had been removed and the refreshment room had been 
converted into the waiting room. The station used 
standard designs introduced in 1913, but the building 
had an unusual plan. The refreshment rooms in their 
active days would have been used when people were 
waiting to catch a train to the Red Hill branch, closed in 
1953 (the line formation can still be seen on the west 
side of the station yard). However, several rail motor 
trips used to run as far up as Balnarring until 1956. 
The Cerberus Naval Base junction loop 71.4 kilo- 
metres from the city is currently restored and used by 
the Mornington Railway Preservation Society. Here 
the green steam locomotive K163 and its working con- 
sist of wooden country passenger cars can be found. 
The two steam locomotives K177 (from Ararat) and D3 
688 (from Rosebud) are also undergoing restoration. 
The society has obtained a fleet of carriages, two of 
which may be from the first railway in Australia, 
opened in 1854 to Port Melbourne (the Hobson’s Bay 
railway). They also have two diesel electric rail motors, 
numbers 59 and 60, and two electric parcels vans to be 
restored in the future. The naval base junction is in the 
form of a triangle of which one leg begins on the 
approach to Crib Point station and the other leg can be 
seen extending from the yard area. The idea behind 
the triangle, opened in 1948, was that trains could be 


K156 with an up goods at Somerville. March 1958. (ARHS Archives) 
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K156 with an up goods departing Stony Point. March 1958. (ARHS Archives) 


K150 leaving Stony Point with a pass. on 4.11.58. (ARHS Archives) 
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turned to face with the locomotive running funnel first 
into the city from the naval depot. There are many 
memorable stories about the naval base leave trains 
that the older officers cherish; these stories were told 
when the down leg of the triangle was re-opened on 
5 March 1989. 


Seventy two kilometres from Melbourne, Crib Point 
station is reached. This Edwardian station was until re- 
cently manned and there is evidence of the station 
office being extended with new waiting rooms and 
booking office. The station is dwarfed by pine trees, 
and the old white picket fencing has been removed. 
However, we continue to Stony Point, 74.6 kilometres, 
where the scene commonly consisted of very heavy 
excursion traffic in earlier days and it was therefore 
planned once to add a platform to accommodate more 
than one train. However at the end of the platform 
there may still be seen a section of 3 ft. 6 in. gauge 
tramway track leading to the pier, once used to convey 
luggage to and from the ferries and the station by 
hand trolley. 


The ferries in those days were steamers such as the 
Eclipse, built in 1875 on the Yarra, which was followed 
by the Vixen in 1888 and the Genista in 1899. These 
boats were followed by the Narrabeen in the 1920s, but 
it was the A/vina which took up service to Cowes in 
1923. 


TRAIN SERVICES 


Up till 1959 through services to and from Melbourne 
were operated by carriages being hauled by two electric 
motors between Melbourne and Frankston, but steam 
locos on the through services ceased running on 
28.11.59 and Walker rail cars took over the service to 
Stony Point. A special train used to run from Flinders 
Street to the naval base every Monday morning with its 
carriages being left at Crib Point, while the diesel loco 
would return light engine to Melbourne. On Fridays 
the same engine used to run the Mornington goods 
service returned light engine to Crib Point to run the 
naval special. There was once a twice weekly goods 
which ran on Wednesdays to Stony Point and Fridays 
to Mornington, while the return goods from Morning- 
ton terminated at Frankston. 

Today the Stony Point line still sees a freight service, 
for the scrap and steel product trains run to the Lysaght 
steel works at Long Island (where the MRPS was first 
based). A multitude of locos, from G to T class locos, 
can be seen working the ‘steelie’ every day. 


THE LAST 
STEAM PASSENGER TRAIN FROM 
STONY POINT, 28.11.59 


To most railway enthusiasts the closing ofa branch line 
is nothing new. Many of us have ridden last trains, but 
here is an account which saddened many witnessing 
the last steam urban passenger train in Melbourne, the 
local from Frankston to Stony Point, an event which 
rated no special mention at the time (28 November 
1959). The locomotive K150 was decorated with a 
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bracken wreath and chalked slogans to mark the 
occasion. 


Preparations for the last run began two weeks earlier, 
when K180 arrived to take over duties at Frankston. 
This loco was in excellent condition and the loco crew 
began painting the cab interior when, alas, the loco was 
transferred to Geelong, a fact which annoyed the 
volunteer cleaners and crew, but surprised the Gee- 
long engine crews when they received a clean engine. It 
was not until 24 November that K150 was rostered to 
do the final trip and a programme to clean and paint her 
began immediately to make her ready for the Saturday 
trip. The volunteer band was determined to have the 
loco looking its best and when the 28th dawned the 
morning light reflected off the polished cab fittings. 

The first trip set out at early at 06 57 from Stony 
Point with the crew determined to arrive in Frankston 
on time. All went normally until they were flagged 
down at Langwarrin by a regular passenger, accom- 
panied by his daughters. The younger girl presented 
the engine with a wreath of wild roses and fern while 
the man passed something to the crew wrapped in 
Christmas paper, two bottles judging by their shape but 
their contents were not consumed there and then, and 
so they left Langwarrin with a few blasts on the whistle 
and the wreath on the smokebox to arrive at Frankston 
just on time. 

The fun apparently began when the electric train 
arrived from Flinders Street. A mob of enthusiasts 
covered the locomotive with slogans and photo- 
graphed it from every conceivable angle. The crew was 
somewhat taken aback, to say the least, but the train 
managed to leave without leaving anyone behind. 

The trip to Stony Point was marked by exploding 
detonators, people waving from houses and cars at 
level crossings and they were acknowledged by numer- 
ous whistle blasts. Enthusiasts frantically photo- 
graphed the train from the carriages and at each stop, 
locals exchanged handshakes with the driver and 
fireman to farewell the steam train for the last time. 


K180 is turned at Stony Point, 3.11.59. (ARHS Archives) 
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Arrival at Stony Point was miraculously on time, and 
the engine was turned quickly on the turntable with the 
aid of many willing hands. The train was prepared for 
the return journey, but the departure was 10 minutes 
late at 10 35. This was because an enormous crowd had 
formed to get the ‘last’ ticket. In the meanwhile the 
loco had been disappearing under fern and ti-tree deco- 
rations and when the train departed it looked like a 
steam-driven florist’s shop. 


The run back to Frankston was awash with smiling 
faces; in fact it must have been hard to recall such a 
merry ‘funeral’. Once at Frankston the loco came off 
the train and the electric suburban set ran back to the 
city. However steam locos still occasionally worked the 
local goods, but for all those involved steam in the line 
remains in nostalgic memory which is being revived 
throughout the state by the Mornington Railway Pres- 
ervation Society’s efforts. 


MORNINGTON RAILWAY LINE 


The seaside Mornington station, 62.8 kilometres from 
Melbourne, has seen better days over its one hundred 
year history, of both steam and diesel hauled passenger 
and goods service. The station building was demol- 
ished last year, as it had to make way for commercial 
development. The MRPS was able only to salvage the 
most important parts of the building to be re-used in 
the new station to be built eventually on the city side of 
the Nepean Highway. Through a long drawn out battle 
with government departments the society is still pur- 
suing a lease on the remaining line. However, the 
entire branch line from Baxter to Mornington is left 
without any station buildings and it has been cut off 
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from the Baxter - Stony Point line. Only the society’s 
efforts and public support can help to re-instate the 
line. 


THE MORNINGTON RAILWAY 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY 


The MRPS is a non-profit group engaged in the resto- 
ration of locomotives and carriages and is located at 
Cerberus naval depot triangle, Crib Point. The society 
operates main line steam excursions and charters at 
regular intervals through the year to generate funding 
to further restoration projects. 

New members are welcome. Information can be 
obtained by phone, on (059) 75 6933 or (059) 75 1699. 
The society’s address is 120 Wilson Road, Mornington 
3931. 


THE CENTENARY TRIP 
17.12.89 


The Mornington Railway Preservation Society in con- 
junction with the Met operated a steam special from 
Frankston to Stony Point to commerate the centenary 
of the Hastings to Stony Point section of the Frankston 
to Stony Point line. 

At 08 30 that Sunday morning K163 was looking re- 
splendent in its polished apple green, dark green and 
black paintwork as it simmered away awaiting the 
arrival of the V/Line loco crew consisting of: Lyn 
Helsby, the driver and John Loddington the fireman. 

After having readied themselves for the work ahead 
a cup of tea was in order as they set back onto the 
carriages for a brake test. The air compressor governor 
spluttered away as the brake pipe was being charged 
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CROSSING — 
THEN AND NOW 
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Above: In the days of steam, J517 on on a down goods waits at 
Somerville for K175 to cross with an up pass. (ARHS Archives) 


Below: In a modern day scene, B61 on an up Long Island 
goods crosses T1377 on a down Stony Point pass. at 
Somerville. Sat.9.12.89. (Bryce Leydon) 


while the MRPS volunteer staff, dressed in period cos- 
tume, finished preparations in SCV kiosk guard’s van. 
Meanwhile, John dropped a few more shovels of coal 
on the fire and tended to the injectors as Lyn checked 
the motion gear with the society’s locomotive crew, 
tapping split pins and nuts with his hammer to make 
sure everything was in order. 


The train departed the naval platform at about 12 15, 
bound for Frankston tender first, but blackberries over 
the up leg of the triangle made our journey to the main 
line half a kilometre away a very long one. There were 
many tremendous wheel slips as we ascended the 
grade to the junction but we finally made it at 12 42, 
after several attempts and hand sanding of the line im- 
proved our traction. 


We waited at the up set of points for staff clearance 
to proceed onto the main line at 13 05, but we made up 
time on a spirited run to Frankston with the S class 
Pacific whistle resounding throughout the gold, green 
and brown countryside of the Mornington Peninsula. 
We passed many surprised onlookers, motorcaders 
and people waving from their back gardens to reach 
Somerville at 13 35 to pick up the staff before contin- 
uing through Baxter. On Baxter bank the steady beat of 
the locomotive exhaust pounded urgently on as we 
dropped into Frankston to be greeted by a large crowd 
of people. 


At Frankston the locomotive received a headboard 
bearing the words ‘FRANKSTON - STONY POINT 
1889- 1989” and the society’s emblem before it ran 
around the train, passing the regular pass. waiting in 
the yard. This train was also interesting as its loco was 


T395, one of the few last third series T class locos that 
remain in Victorian Railways’ livery, but there was yet 
another special train in the yard as Seymour’s Derm, 
58RM, towing a ZL guard’s van, had just arrived. 

After speeches on the platform, the steam train ran 
through a commemorative ribbon at 14 31 and then 
proceeded on its way to Stony Point at 14 40 with 
people hanging out of every available window as we 
headed for Langwarrin. Here K163 attacked Langwar- 
rin bank in brilliant style before thundering down the 
descent into Baxter with the driver leaning on the whis- 
tle for the crossings. Not stopping at the bus shelter and 
platform we continued to Somerville to receive the 
staff again at 14 59. 

At Hastings another ceremony commenced to com- 
memorate the centenary section of the line from 
Hastings to Stony Point. David Watson, the Acting 
General Manager of the Met’s train operations, talked 
to the crowd of passengers gathered on the platform 
about the history of this section of the railway as a def- 
ence measure. Here the train once again ran through a 
ribbon on its way to Stony Point. 

As the train passed the down home signal to enter 
Stony Point station, Westernport Bay came into view. 
The K was then uncoupled and ran round the train at 
15 39, ready for the return trip tender first to Frankston. 
We left Stony Point at about 16 00 and barrelled 
through the country to Somerville where we crossed 
T395 on the pass. and picked up the staff, to arrive in 
Frankston 17 05. Here the Derm and K163 parted com- 
pany as 58RM returned to the city at 17 10, while the 
steam train then later returned to Crib Point at the end 
of an enjoyable day. 


K163 on the Met special at Stony Point. Sun.17.12.89. (Alex McMillan) 


106 


NEWSRAIL 


Celebrating Electrification 


On Sun.6.10.1918,.VR conducted the first trial run of 
an electric train on the Australian mainland, using a 
6-car train on the Newmarket - Flemington Racecourse 
line (Dornan and Henderson Electric Railways of Vic- 
toria, AETA 1979). The 50th anniversary of this event 
was marked with a large exhibition of railway equip- 
ment at Spencer Street station over the weekend 
5-6.10.68 (Nov.68 Divisional Diary). The official train to 
mark the commencement of electric services ran on 
Wed.28.5.1919. It departed Flinders Street at 14 14 for 
Essendon, and departed Essendon at 14 52 for Sand- 
ringham, arriving at 15 36. Public services commenced 
at 05 10 on Thurs.29.5. To mark the 50th anniversary of 
this important event in Melbourne’s history, the 
ARHS suggested to VR that a special all-lines subur- 
ban ticket be made available for Sat.24.5.69 (this was in 
the era before Passmasters and Travelcards). The sug- 
gestion was implemented and the two organisations 
sponsored a distance competition called ‘Suburban 
Barganza’. Over 200 tickets were sold, and the competi- 
tion was won by the author and Richard Gilbert, who 
became the 1988-89 President of the Association of 
Railway Enthusiasts. Within the rules, we were able to 
cover all but two of the stations which had a Saturday 
service; had the last down train been allowed to be 
used we could have covered the whole Saturday 
system (July 69 Divisional Diary). 

In the 20 years since then, the suburban system has 
grown to include Pakenham and Werribee, and the 
underground loop has been added. The Port Mel- 
bourne and St Kilda lines have been closed as heavy 
rail routes, and Williamstown to Williamstown Pier 
has been closed fully. I decided to celebrate the 70th 
anniversary with a similar all routes effort, but it could 
not be even a close copy of the 1969 itinerary. The aim 
was to cover all suburban electrified rail routes in one 
day with a Travelcard. Pakenham - Warragul was 
excluded (V/Line service) and Newmarket - Fleming- 
ton Racecourse and the direct route to Laverton were 
not needed as they have no advertised services on 
Saturday. The underground loop had to be covered so 
that all station links were made (viz. Flagstaff - Spencer 
Street, Flagstaff - North Melbourne, Parliament - Flin- 
ders Street, Parliament - Richmond and Parliament - 
Jolimont MCG). After I had offered the challenge to 
many friends we made the day co-operative instead of 
competitive and we travelled as a group. The initial 
challenge was to find if all routes could be covered in 
one day. If you would like to face the challenge your- 
self, stop reading now, do not view what is printed 
below, go away and design your own itinerary. 

My early drafts showed that the project yaa Feusible: 
starting at Lilydale and finishing at Hurstbridge. A 
refinement allowed a finish to be made at Lilydale by 
taking a taxi from Heidelberg to Box Hill. A further 
refinement allowed a start and finish to be made at 
Lilydale. The next improvement allowed time to cover 
the light rail routes to Port Melbourne and St Kilda. 
The final improvement allowed coverage to be made of 
the direct route to Laverton, but not on an electric train 
(electric service is provided only on Mon.-Fri.). 

There are many interesting comparisons between 
the two years. In 1969 the system had 286.5 route kilo- 
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metres, with 191 stations (counting the two platforms 
at Newport Workshops as one station and counting 
Prince’s Bridge as part of Flinders Street). On Satur- 
days services were provided over 279.5 km of route to 
187 stations. Our program of 569 km covered 271.5 
route km and 185 stations. There were swingdoor, Tait 
and Harris trains (the first Hitachi train was three years 
into the future). The youngest Tait car was only 17 
years old; the oldest Harris train was 13 years old. 

During the intervening 20 year period, 53 km of 
suburban electrification was added and 19 stations 
(Westona, Paisley, Galvin, Laverton, Aircraft, Hop- 
per’s Crossing, Werribee, Ginifer, Flagstaff, Museum, 
Parliament, Yarraman, Hallam, Narre Warren, Ber- 
wick, Beaconsfield, Officer, Pakenham and Kananook) 
were added. Fourteen stations (Williamstown Pier, 
Newport Workshops, Mobiltown, Paisley, Galvin, 
White City, South Melbourne, Albert Park, Middle 
Park, St Kilda, Montague, North Port, Graham and 
Port Melbourne) and 10.5 route km were subtracted. 

In 1989 the system had 329 route km, with 196 sta- 
tions. On Saturdays, services were provided over 319.5 
km to 194 stations. Our program of 583 km covered all 
of this, plus some extras. All of 1969’s trains were out of 
service except for the refurbished Harris sets, which 
were not used on Saturdays. The oldest Hitachi set was 
then 17 years old and the oldest Comeng set was eight 
years old. 


1969 Sat.24.5.69. 


The special ticket cost $1.60. The rules read: 


* Points will be issued on a distance basis according to 
the travel log submitted by each competitor. 

* Only one visit to each terminal will count for full 
points unless all termini are visited. Each sub- 
sequent visit to a given terminal will count as half 
the number of points scored for the previous visit. 
(Because of the limited service to Williamstown 
Pier, Williamstown sufficed to satisfy this rule; we 
had no trouble fitting in the pier station.) 

* If competitors travel by commemorative special 
train to Essendon and Sandringham, 60 points will 
be granted. 

* Competitors must take their place in the booking 
office queue at terminal stations to have their travel 
logs stamped. 

* Competitors must not jump onto or from moving 
trains. 

* Competitors detected breaking the by-laws of the 
Victorian Railways are liable to disqualification from 
the competition or loss of points. 

* Jn the event of late running of suburban trains or the 
necessity for any train to terminate short of its desti- 
nation because of mechanical defect, full points will 
be allowed to the terminal station providing that the 
competitor submits a complete list of his move- 
ments for the day. 

* Tt will not be necessary for the travel log to be 
stamped at Flinders Street or junction stations. 

* All travel logs to be eligible for the competition must 
be placed in the special box at the stationmaster’s 
office, Flinders Street, platform 1, by 23 55 on 
Sat.24.5.69. 
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Our winning itinerary was: 


station 

Lalor 

Epping 

Epping 
Prince’s Bridge 
Flinders Street 
Williamstown Pier 
Williamstown Pier 
Newport 
Newport 
Altona 

Altona 
Newport 
Newport 
Footscray 
Footscray 

St Albans 

St Albans 
Flinders Street 
Flinders Street 
Frankston 
Frankston 
Caulfield 
Caulfield 
Dandenong 
Dandenong 
Murrumbeena 
Murrumbeena 
Eastmalvern 
Eastmalvern 
Glen Waverley 
Glen Waverley 
Flinders Street 
Flinders Street 
Alamein 
Alamein 
Flinders Street 
Flinders Street 
Montague 
Montague 
Flinders Street 
Flinders Street 
Broadmeadows 
Broadmeadows 
Essendon 
Essendon 
Sandringham 
Sandringham 
Flinders Street 
Flinders Street 
Croydon 
Croydon 
Ringwood 
Ringwood 
Belgrave 
Belgrave 
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time 
04 48 
04 51 
04 59 
05 38 
05 43 
06 12 
06 29 
06 38 
06 40 
06 53 
06 56 
07 07 
07 10 
07 18 
07 20 
07 38 
07 47 
08 15 
08 24 
09 23 
09 27 
10 12 
10 13 
10 43 
10 50 
11 14 
walk 
2 km 
11 30 
11 45 
11 48 
12 25 
12 28 
12 55 
13 01 
13 31 
13 34 
13 36 
13 40 
13 43 
13 49 
14 22 
14 31 
14 46 
14 50 
15 24 
15 34 
15 55 
16 02 
16 54 
16 58 
17 04 
17 10 
17 35 
17 44 


km total 
1.5 1.5 
21 22.5 
16 38.5 
4 42.5 
6.5 49 
6.5 55.5 
5.5 61 
12.5 73.5, 
19 92.5 
42.5 135 
32 167 
19.5 186.5 
17 203.5 
8.5 212 
21 233 
15 248 
15 263 
2 265 
2 267 
18 285 
9 294 
commemorative Tait. 
27 321 
18 339 
30 369 
5.5 374.5 
17 391.5 


station time km total 
Flinders Street 18 50 41.5 433 


Flinders Street 18 54 

Port Melbourne 19 01 437 
Port Melbourne 19 04 

Flinders Street 19 11 4 44] 
Flinders Street 19 22 

St Kilda 19 31 5.5 446.5 
St Kilda 19 34 

Flinders Street 19 43 5.5 452 
Flinders Street 19 49 

Upfield 20 26 20 472 
Upfield 20 30 

Flinders Street 21 06 20 492 
Flinders Street 21 10 

South Melbourne 21 13 2 494 
South Melbourne 21 16 

Flinders Street 21 19 2 496 
Prince’s Bridge 21 27 

Hurstbridge 22 26 36.5 532.5 
Hurstbridge 22 37 


23 38 36.5 569 

23 57, after having handed 
in log 

Lalor 00 33 19.5 558.5. 


This gave us 374 points. Second place went to Claude 
Einsiedel, with 364 points. He started at Dandenong, 
and did not traverse the sections Upper Ferntree Gully 
- Belgrave, Camberwell - Alamein, Essendon - Broad- 
meadows and Williamston - Williamstown Pier. Third 
place went to the Porritt family, with 368 points (sic). 
Fourth place went to J Prideaux, with 363 points. Fifth 
place went to G Pack, with 352 points. Sixth place went 
to M Daly and G Davis (names accidentally ommitted 
from DD), with 362 points (sic). As well as scoring top 
points, we covered a greater total distance and a greater 
route distance than other competitors. Bravely, VR 
duplicated the prize: a two-week suburban all-lines 
ticket each, and a free first class ticket to any Victorian 
destination. Of course we went to Mildura, using the 
ARHS cash prize to pay for the sleeping berths. Sept.69 
VR Newsletter published a photo of Mr E P Rogan, 
Deputy Chairman of Commissioners, presenting us 
with our prizes. : 

In his DD article, Claude Einsiedel mentioned that 
lateness in promulgating the rules (and publishing 
times for the special train) caused many last minute 
alterations to be made. We started from Lalor because 
Richard lived there, and being on the first train from a 
terminus was more efficient. By Friday night, the only 
part of the itinerary which had been written was the 
morning western circuit (to cover a Williamstown Pier 
service) leading into the fast service to Frankston (only 
two stops to Highett). On the day, all tight connections 
were made. The first few station staff had hardly heard 
of the competition, and needed some explanation. 
Later, staff were on the lookout for competitors. I recall 
the person at Port Melbourne in mid-evening greeting 
us with, ‘Gee, you must have sore bums by now!’ My 
final note to the organiser on my card requested that he 
return it as a souvenir of an interesting but exhausting 
day. 


Prince’s Bridge 
Prince’s Bridge 


NEWSRAIL 


1989 Sat.27.5.89 


This itinerary was preplanned, but with many contin- 
gency plans to allow for various sets of missed connec- 
tions. A new timetable for the Clifton Hill lines had 
come into force one week earlier. Fortunately, it did 
not ruin anything; it eased two connections. It also 
opened the possibility, by tightening a two minute con- 
nection at Flinders Street to one minute, of fitting in 
the bonus run of the direct run to Laverton. Again, all 
tight connections were made. This was good, as we had 
two media interviews through the day: Channel 10 
News at Richmond at 12 14, and the Met photographer 
at Flinders Street at 16 50. Our worst lateness for the 
day was a 16 minute late departure from Werribee, but 
it was feeding into a 26 minute connection at Spencer 
Street. 

Participants were Roderick Smith, Stephen McLean, 
Wesley Turnbull, Graham Davis and Michael Davies 
all day, plus Stephen Molloy for nine hours. Four of 
these people had been in the 1969 competition, with 
two of them in the top six. 


station time km total 
Lilydale 04 38 
Ringwood 04 54 13.5 3.5 
Ringwood 05 00 
Belgrave 05 25 17 30.5 
Belgrave 05 31 
Camberwell 06 20 32.5 63 
Camberwell 06 21 
Alamein 06 33 6 69 
Alamein walk 
East Malvern 2 km 
East Malvern 06 49 
Glen Waverley 07 03 8.5 715 
Glen Waverley 07 10 snack 
Richmond 07 41 18.5 96 
Richmond 07 47 snack 
Frankston 08 43 40 136 
Frankston 09 00 snack 
Caulfield 09 45 32 168 
Caulfield 09 49 
Dandenong 10 18 19.5 187.5 
Dandenong 10 45 lunch 
Pakenham 1111 26 213.5 
Pakenham 11 24 V/Line 
Caulfield 11 58 45.5 259 
Caulfield 12 05 
Richmond 12 14 8 267 
Richmond 12 20 
Sandringham 12 46 15.5 282.5 
Sandringham 12 57 snack, Rich.-FSt direct 
Flinders Street 13 26 18 300.5 
Flinders Street 13 27 via loop 
Hurstbridge 14 32 39 339.5 
Hurstbridge 14 39 
Clifton Hill 15 35 31 370.5 
Clifton Hill 15 37 

16 06 15.5 386 

ing 16 11 Joli.-FSt direct 


~~: 
™ 


™ 


station 
Flinders Street 
Flinders Street 


time km total 
16 50 21 407 
16 57 snack, via loop 


Upfield 17 38 21.5 428.5 
Upfield walk 

Blair Street 1km 

Blair Street 17 55 540 bus 
Broadmeadows 18 05 

Broadmeadows 18 12 NMelb.-SpSt direct 
Spencer Street 18 41 17 445.5 
Spencer Street 18 47 111 tram 

Port Melbourne 19 00 

Port Melbourne 19 10 

Whiteman Street 19 16 

Whiteman Street 19 18 96 tram 

St Kilda 19 26 

St Kilda 19 33 

William Street 19 49 

William Street walk 

Flagstaff 500 m 

Flagstaff 19 58 

St Albans 20 24 17.5 463 
St Albans 20 27 

Footscray 20 44 12.5 475.5 
Footscray 20 47 

Williamstown 21 02 9 484.5 
Williamstown 21 14 

Newport 21 21 3.5 488 
Newport 21 44 drink, V/Line — Paisley 
Werribee 21 59 21 509 
Werribee 22 58 dinner, via Altona 
Spencer Street 23 41 33.5 542.5 
Spencer Street 00 07 drink, via loop 
Lilydale 01 10 40.5 583 


Options to allow for delays. 


* 


20 minutes later East Malvern departure to Dan- 
denong arrival 


* 


The 11 24 ex-Pakenham was late, but was stopping 
additionally at Richmond (actual time 12 14), so we 
stayed aboard; the Caulfield transfer was still pos- 
sible, and made the connection at Richmond. 

* missing the 13 27 Hurstbridge: alternative to Epping, 
Hurstbridge, Upfield, walk to Broadmeadows, then 
St Albans, Williamstown, Werribee, Spencer Street, 
St Kilda, Port Melbourne. 


The price in 1989 was $5, representing only 6% com- 
pound inflation since 1969. The trains were warmer 
than in 1969. Comeng trains are much quieter than 
Hitachis. Both are smothered in graffiti, only a minor 
concern 20 years ago. This was not a competition, and 
we were not having cards stamped. However, Met staff 
were quite interested in what we were attempting. On 
an evening service, a nearby passenger recognised us as 
the people who had been on the Channel 10 News, and 
wished us well. Only two trains for the day had no vac- 
ant seats left: the up Traralgon train which we joined at 
Pakenham, and the final train to Lilydale, (as only 
the rear carriage was unlocked). This last lack of an 
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available seat was annoying as, once again, the day had 
been very exhausting. TRAVEL LOG 

It is no longer possible to attempt this itinerary, as VR. — ALHS. SUBURBAN BARGANZA 
the V/ Line service from Pakenham now departs at 
11 04. Readers who attempt their own itinerary, or a 
modification of this one, are invited to send a report to 
the author, Box 146, Surrey Hills, 3127. I have available 
an itinerary which includes a run to Warragul (extra 
fare), but only one of the light rail lines, and without 
the Laverton direct. 


Footnote: Readers may query my definitions regarding 
Prince’s Bridge and Newport Workshops. Historically, 
Prince’s Bridge was a separate station from Flinders 
Street. In 1969 timetables and on 1969 maps it was indi- 
cated as a separate station, although operationally it 
was just another part of the one complex. By 1989 this 
situation had been recognised, with the platforms re- 
numbered as Flinders Street 14, 15 and 16. In 1969, ser- 
vices to Newport Workshops were shown in the public 
timetable. There were two destinations within the 
workshops: Gradens platform and Tarpaulins plat- 
form, with a junction just after entering the workshops “ 
gates. One could regard this as two stations, with an Aldmne.n. 

extra 0.5 km branch, but the distinction was never _| Fi:ssacs.Sh:eet 

made in the timetable. By 1989, one platform had gone, =| -M2ata que. 

and the services (three in the morning, one in the after- Elaners. Stet} t..u. 
noon) were not advertised in the public timetable. droasinnbesdenws 

They are the 06 34 from Flinders Street (Newport = |-#8=>4loo......| 2.42) 
06 54), and 06 53 from Flinders Street (Newport 07 13) Ssade:ngham|.2 SL 2 
and the 08 31 from Flinders Street (Newport 0851). AI] | -Flvastect.Street 

three return empty to Newport, forming the 07 15 to wf 
Williamstown, the 07 28 to Williamstown and an 
empty car train to the city. In the afternoon, the 15 27 
arrival from Williamstown at Newport forms an empty 
working to the workshops, and the 16 06 up Newport 
suburban originates at Newport Workshops (and 
forms the 16 27 Flinders Street - Warragul?). 


After travelling 213 km, Stephen Molloy, Wesley Turnbull, Graham Davis and Michael Davies, take a break at 
Pakenham. (Roderick B Smith) 


DANDENONG 
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All Day on the Met 


THE LATE STEPHEN McLEAN 


In 1969 VR celebrated the 50th anniversary of the 
introduction of suburban electric trains by offering 
enthusiasts an all-day ticket for the system, and provid- 
ing a prize for whoever covered most of the system by 
midnight. 


Roderick Smith, who won the competition in 1969, 
decided that something should be done in 1989 to 
| mark the 70th anniversary of electrification. There 
were no Official events, but a small group of enthusiasts 
decided to travel together and see if the whole system 
could be covered in one day’s operations. No special 
ticket was needed, as the Anywhere Travelcard is avail- 
able at any time for $5.00. No special arrangements 
were made, but the Met knew that we were out, and 
photographed us at one point; we also featured on the 
Channel 10 TV news that evening. 


By walking cross country between two lines, we 
could easily cover all electrified lines which have a 
regular Saturday service. There was time left to travel 
on the light rail lines to Port Melbourne and St Kilda, 
which were formerly electric railways. The program for 
the afternoon and evening depended on whether we 
made some tight connections — not only were all of 
these made, but we accidentally found a bus which 
brought us into Broadmeadows earlier than expected, 
and were able to use the extra time to travel by the one 
service available for Met tickets on the direct route to 
Werribee, which has no electric service on Saturday. 


Timekeeping for the whole day was remarkably 
good. Only a few services were more than a minute or 
two late, and many others gained time and reached ter- 
mini or junctions early. The worst run was on the last 
up train from Werribee, which arrived late on the down 
and was 15 minutes late on the up: as we were making a 
long connection at Spencer Street this turned out to be 
no problem at all. All scheduled connections were 
made, and only at Camberwell was the departing train 
delayed (it had to use the same track as the arriving ser- 
vice); in all other cases we reached the junction on time 
or early. The last service to Lilydale gained eight 
minutes on the run from Spencer Street 

Light snacks for a second breakfast were found at 

Glen Waverley, Richmond and Frankston. We 
oan lunch at Dandenong but ate it at various times 
that. Dinner was deferred until the long wait at 

sibee. The two long connections at Dandenong 
Werribee were welcome breaks from the trains. 


yme points of interest: at Ringwood two other pas- 
ters made the connection from the Lilydale line to 
‘Belgrave line. The walk from Alamein to East Mal- 

'n was taken very fast, and we only just caught the 
jen Waverley train, which was running early. At 
rankston the Stony Point train arrived with P20 and 
two trailers. The up Traralgon train waited time at 
Pakenham for six minutes, then lost five minutes to 
Richmond because of extra stops at Sandown Park and 
Clayton. There were few economy seats to spare on 
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Stephen circulated this report of the day to various railway club newsletters. While duplicating some 


of the material in the previous article, it highlights other aspects of the day. 


this train. The one minute connection at Flinders 
Street became five, as the Sandringham arrived early 
and the Hurstbridge left late. On the up Hurstbridge 
there were two New Zealand ladies taking a break from 
a 10 month spiritual living course and exploring the 
country north of Rosanna. On the down trip to Wil- 
liamstown we were recognised by two boys who had 
seen us on the news earlier in the evening. The down 
Geelong train had the E set, and we rode in the BG car- 
riage. The down Lilydale started off with about 90 pas- 
sengers, but there were only 10 left after Ringwood and 
Roderick and I were the only two beyond Croydon for 
the end of our trip. 

General impressions: graffiti on trains and stations 
very bad; destination signs and platform indicators 
often wrong or non-existent; all staff friendly and help- 
ful; Hitachi trains usually noisy and unpleasant to 
travel in; Williamstown station had very clean toilets 
and was very clean and well kept; smoking in trains 
by passengers on five or six occasions, but no other 
disturbances. 


Where it all started, buying tickets at Lilydale at 04 30. 
Stephen McLean, Wesley Turnbull and Michael Davies. 
(Roderick B Smith) 
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General News 


Elsternwick development: Three developers have been 
given approval to propose a redevelopment plan for 
Elsternwick railway station. The Met confirmed the 
short list had been chosen recently from ten prospec- 
tive developers following a State Government announ- 
cement late last year that there would be a multi-mil- 
lion dollar commercial redevelopment of the station. 
The Transport Minister, Mr Kennan has said en- 
couraging private enterprise to commercialise public 
transport assets would stem the imbalance between 
public and private sector contributions to the state 
transport system. 


Sydney service change: Commencing on Mon.11.2, 
the journey time of the Intercapital Daylight has been 
reduced by 30 minutes. Following the decision of SRA 
NSW to eliminate motorail services in that state, such 
services have had to be withdrawn from the Sydney/ 
Melbourne Express and the Intercapital Daylight. 


‘ROSCO’ now on-line: The fourth and largest com- 
puter system in the group of V/Line operations co- 
ordination systems is now on-line. Known as ROSCO 
(Rolling Stock Computer System), it provides details 
on all 6000 V/Line and inter-system freight wagons, 
serving the operational needs of V/Line and quickly 
and efficiently satisfying customers demands by 
arranging for the nearest wagons of the type required to 
be sent. The other three computer systems cover time 
tables, daily programmes and train monitoring. 


Looking ahead: Mr. Terry Mulligan, Chief General 
Manager of V/Line has recently published his views on 
the continued improvement in V/Line operations in 
the early 1990s. In 1992, newly constructed XPTs will 
be running between Melbourne and Sydney, with 
travelling time reduced to 10 hours from the present 13 
hours. 


By the end of 1992, commuters will be getting a bet- 
ter deal also, following the introduction of a fleet of 
specially built light diesel rail cars carrying passengers 
at speeds up to 130 km/h. Capacity and services will be 
improved to the benefit of passengers, as the rail cars 
will be able to be run as single units or in multiples of 
up to six. A major improvement of the South Dynon 
freight area is already underway to improve the speed 
and handling of containers. The expenditure of around 
$35 million over the next ten years will result in Mel- 
bourne having the most modern and efficient rail 
freight terminal in Australia. Within the next three 
years, South Dynon will have the capacity of handling 
300 000 containers per year, three times the present 
capacity, as well as other improvements in interstate 
services. Rail is expected to take over as the dominant 
freight mode on the eastern seaboard in the next 
decade. 


Head Office: Melbourne’s Greek community is en- 
deavouring to raise the funds to purchase and restore 
the old Railway’s Head Office at 67 Spencer Street. If 


C506, showing the effects of selective cleaning, 931 and 939 power upgrade into Pura Pura with No. 9169 goods to 
Adelaide at 15 58 on Sat.16.12.89. (Graham Withers) 


NEWSRAIL 


T410 shunts empty VOCY’s from the Nestle Factory at Tongala on Thur.28.12.89. (Grant Payne) 


successful, the building would become the Hellenic 
Cultural Centre for Melbourne. It would include res- 
taurants, cafes, shops, club rooms, convention centre, 
art galleries and exhibition halls. An estimated pur- 
chase price would be $8 million with a further $10 mil- 
lion required for restoration. The Melbourne Greek 
Community, now numbering 250 000 is reported to 
strongly support the concept. 


Upfield light rail: An article in the Melbourne Times of 
Wed.7.2 said that the Met had officially announced 
that the Upfield line will be closed in June. A six month 
conversion will follow to allow re-opening of light rail 
in December. As part of its selling approach to the 
public of right rail, the Met letterboxed residents near 
the line with a pamphlet during February. The 
pamphlet gave the receivers (or friends, up to a maxi- 
mum of six people), a free return trip from their normal 
stop on either the Upfield line or North Coburg tram 
route to either Port Melbourne or St. Kilda light rail 
lines. The offer was valid until the end of April. The 
free pass required the person to circle the travel date on 
a reproduced zone 1 and 2 Adult scratch ticket. 


Meanwhile, on Fri.16.2 the Trades Hall Council 
warned the State Government to prepare for a bitter 
campaign, as long and bitter as the recent tram dispute. 
The THC announced that it had set up picket lines and 
banned work on the controversial light rail project. 
Transport unions and community groups began to 
picket the Coburg work site and claimed to have 
stopped the delivery of materials for the project. 


On train catering (continued): Further to March 90 
Newsrail, re the catering arrangements on the Mel- 
bourne - Sydney corridor, further developments have 
occurred. The original proposal for the corridor has 
been postponed until Sun.22/Mon.23.4. A proposal to 
keep the dining car on the Melbourne/Sydney Express 
by catering staff in Victoria has the backing of V/Line 
management but NSW is the stumbling block. A final 
decision was to be given on Mon.5.3 for retention of 
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the dining car. The VRS will still be replaced with the 
RDH/RDS car. 

V/Line wish to keep the service as is until the XPTs 
are introduced as by downgrading on board services 
and still having 13 hour schedules will not have pas- 
sengers rushing to booking counters. Once the service 
is downgraded it will be difficult to attract passengers 
back to the promised XPTs in eighteen months time. 

Getting SRA management to see the logic of retain- 
ing services as now is difficult when their latest moves 
were replacing the Silver City Comet with a road coach 
that takes 90 minutes longer, cutting dining and sleep- 
ing cars from the north coast corridor and cutting the 
service from three trains daily between Grafton and 
Sydney to two services only. It is heartening to see 
V/Line bucking their northern counterparts as far as 
services to the travelling public are concerned and a 
victory on this issue would be a victory for common 
sense, something that SRA NSW appears not to have 
at this time. 


Scratch tickets: Transit police have been told to crack 
down on MetTicket cheats. The Met has ordered the 
Officers to issue $50 on-the-spot fines to any train 
passengers caught without a valid scratch ticket. The 
officers say they have been instructed not to accept any 
excuses. The Met’s blitz started at Spencer Street 
station on Thurs.16.2 where 150 people without vali- 
dated tickets were either issued on-the-spot fines or 
told they would be charged on summons. 


If you are interested in Railways why 
not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 


Victorian Division 


Write to the Membership Officer 
Box 5177AA, GPO, Melbourne, 3001 
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Operations 


GENERAL 


Freight train working: As stated in last month’s issue 
we will progressively give the authorised working of 
freight trains. Here then, is the next instalment of 
authorised freight train working from the Master Train 
Plan. 


9043 — (Mon. and Wed. only) Conveys loaded oil tank- 
ers for Bendigo and Swan Hill; general loading for 
Bendigo, Kerang and Swan Hill; and also empty 
repair wagons for Bendigo workshops. 


9057 — (Tues. and Fri. only) General loading for Ben- 
digo and repairs for Bendigo workshops. 


9064 — Conveys loading ex Deniliquin, shunting 
Echuca and Rochester. Detach general loading at 
Tottenham Yard. Marshalled from rear Tottenham, 
Brooklyn, Eastern, South Western, empty cement 
wagons, containers to Canal. 


9080 — (Tues. and Thurs. only) Conveys empty oil 
tankers Swan Hill - Tottenham, shunts at Bendigo to 
attach general loading and repaired wagons ex Ben- 
digo workshops. 


9082 — (Fri. only) General loading ex Bendigo and 
repaired wagons ex Bendigo workshops. 


9083 — Conveys loading for Rochester, Echuca and 
beyond. 


9118 — (Sun. - Thurs.) ex Mildura. Marshalled from 
rear — Ballarat and Geelong perishable van (detach 
at Ballarat). Container wagons in order — Appleton 
Dock, Swanston Dock, ConRail Park Dynon, Webb 
Dock, then any Melbourne Freight Terminal load- 
ing and Footscray Market loading on arrival at Bogie 
Exchange siding, Footscray market loading to be 
placed without delay. Remainder of train hauled to 
the Canal yard then docks and Freight Terminal 
loading to be placed. No shunt between Mildura and 
Ballarat. 


9141 — Through loading to Mildura. Shunts Ouyen 
only. Red Cliffs, Irymple traffic to be taken to Mil- 
dura and returned by trip train as locally arranged. 
Fri. only, shunts Ballarat only to detach Ballarat and 
Maryborough Freightgate loading, marshalled loco- 
motive, Mildura, Ouyen, Maryborough, Ballarat. 
Stop Maryborough, Birchip, Donald to unload van 
goods. 

9145 — (Mon. - Fri.) Superfreighter to Islington. High 
speed container wagons (max. 30). Tues. — West- 
liner loading on rear of train. 

9146 — No.697 16 40 ex Islington Mon. - Fri. and Sun. 
Superfreighter. Convey high speed container 
wagons only (max. 30). 

9147 — (Mon. - Fri.) Superfreighter to Islington. High 
speed wagons (max. 35) Container wagons. Con- 
trans on rear. Mon. and Thurs. AENY refrigerated 
containers powered by N class loco. Marshalled next 
to loco. Conveys car wagons to Islington Tues. 


SOUTH WEST 


Mt Gambier news: Since mid December the Geelong - 
Mt Gambier goods have been worked mainly with 700 
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and H (or T) or 930 and H (or T) combinations. Some 
sightings are as follows: 

Thurs.28.12, 931-H1 

Fri.5.1, 706-T395 

Tues.9.1, 701-H1 

Fri.12.1, T401-706 

Wed.24.1, 936-H4 

Thurs.1.2, H1-705 

Fri.2.2, T386-703 

Fri.9.2, 703-H1 
Some exceptions occurred as follows: 

Fri.29.12, T404-B75 

Wed.17.1 and Fri.19.1, X52-H1. 
The larger powered V/Line locos are now being used 
on grain trains, hence the reason for T and H class 
locos on the Geelong - Mt. Gambier goods. 


WEST 


Stawell sightings: Some interesting observations at 
Stawell during December and January are listed: 
Sat.2.12, S307-N18 on the up Dimboola pass. at 15 18. 
Wed.27.12, S307-A66-N12 on the up Dimboola pass. at 
14 45, N471-S310-N4 on the down Dimboola pass. at 


21 02. 
Mon. 1.1, X54-A73-Z54 on the down Dimboola pass. at 


11 38. 

Fri.5.1, C507-C502-C510-C508-C506 on an up express 
goods at 23 08, BL26-704 on a down express goods at 
23 27. 

Mon. 15.1, $312-N11 on the up Dimboola pass. at 08 08. 

Mon.22.1, X46 on the up Dimboola pass. at 08 09, X32 
on the up Dimboola pass. at 14 30. 

Sun.28.1, X33-Z60 on the up Dimboola pass. at 17 20. 

Mon.29. i, N467-X52-Z58 on the up Dimboola pass. at 
15 20. 

The above are welcome variations on the usual diet of 

N and A class rosters. 


Wooden sleepers: On Wed.31.1 the 13 05 Dynon- 
Adelaide goods hauled by G526-704-703 included two 
ex Train of Knowledge sleepers, Coliban and Inman in 
its consist. The sleepers were being transported to 
Adelaide after being purchased by Steam Ranger 
Tours. 


Alochol ban: From Sun.11.2, V/Line has banned the 
sale of all alcohol to economy class passengers travel- 
ling on the Overland. First class passengers are still able 
to purchase alcohol on the train, from the club bar. 


NORTH 


Echuca news: During February a number of block 
grain trains have been operating from Echuca with a 
pleasing mix of motive power. The other good news 
from the area is the arrival of freightgate goods by train, 
it is some time since road transport has been used for 
this traffic. 9083 and 9064 continue to operate with an X 
and T combination. Sightings are as follows: 
Thurs.1.2, T376 left on a down train at 11.41, X33- 
17xVHGEF arrived on the up at 16.05, G539-G??? left 
on an up block grain at 19 08. 
Fri.2.2, X33-17xVHGF left for NSW at 07 15 and 
returned at 14 34. T399-10xVHGF-VLCX-5x con- 
tainer flats-9xVHGEF arrived on the up at 15 45. G542 
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Bluebird rail car 257 Kestrel crosses the Dartmoor bridge on Sat.9.12.89. (Grant Payne) 


was used to run up block grain to Geelong via Marybo- 
rough. 

Mon.5.2, X31-T399 ran 9064 up goods. 

Tues.6.2, X35-33xVHGF arrived from NSW at 15 05, 
X35- T383 ran 9064 up goods. 

Wed.7.2, X51-X52-G539 were utilised to run an up 
block grain train, X31-30xVHGF arrived on up at 
16 47, X31-T399 ran 9064 up goods departing at 19 10 
with the block grain departing later. 

Thurs.8.2, X35-T383 ran 9064 up goods departing at 
19 30, G526-S317-S307 ran an up block grain train 
departing at 20 35. 

Fri.9.2, X36-33xVHGF left on the down at 07 25, X36- 
32xVHGEF arrived on the up at 17 15, X51-X52-G539 
left on an up block grain train at 20 45. 

Mon.12.2, 1T383-VLCX-20x container flats passed 
through Moama on the down at 10 07, X35-T383 ran 
9064 up goods. 

Tues.13.2, X42-T393 ran 9064 up goods. 

Wed.14.2, X35-24xVHGF arrived from NSW at 16 15, 
X35- T383 ran 9064 up goods departing at 18 20. 

Thurs.15.2, X42-T393 ran 9064 up goods. 

Wed.21.2, The first B class to venture into NSW for 
some time was B64, returning to Echuca at 15 02. 
B64-T393 ran 9064 up goods later in the evening. 

Mon.26.2, X35-15xVHGF (rice) arrived on an up train 
at 11 14. X35-T405 ran 9064 up goods, departing at 
17 45. 


Bendigo line news: On Mon.19.2 there was a shortage 
of motive power available in Melbourne. Several trains 
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were replaced by buses, including the down 16 02 Sun- 
bury. Of interest the 15 15 down and 16 45 up Sunbury 
and later the 17 50 down Kyneton was B65- 
SH23-PH451. The 17 45 down Swan Hill pass. was 
hauled by S313, arare occurrence these days. The pass. 
was noted at Eaglehawk on time. On Wed.7.2 the down 
Swan Hill pass. was noted at Eaglehawk at 20 32, well 
down on the timetable with X42-2xD-Z57-D. The train 
had two BRSs in the consist. On Tues.13.2 the down 
Swan Hill pass. consist was N473-2xD-Goulburn- 
Z51-D. On Thurs. 15.2 9080 up goods departed Bendigo 
at 21 14 with the power provided by T385-T380-T405. 
On Thurs.22.2 9080 up Swan Hill goods passed 
through Eaglehawk at 17 15 with T401 (VR) in charge. 
After the addition of more loading at Bendigo 9080 
loco power was increased to $310-T401- T383 for the 
haul to Melbourne. X42 returned to Swan Hill on the 
pass. on Thurs.22.2, Xs once again being used regularly 
on this train. On Sun.25.2 the 16 10 down pass was 
hauled by B65-P20, whilst the down and up Swan Hill 
pass. was hauled by X43-A73. On Wed.28.2 the 17 45 
(8043) Swan Hill pass. was delayed by 15 minutes by 
the preceeding 17 19 (8041) Sunbury pass. 8043 sat at 
Sydenham for the majority of time lost and did not 
make up any of the lost time by Bendigo. 


Bendigo loco vists: 

Sun.4.2, N460, T399, 402, X31, Y161, J541. 

Sun.11.2, T383, X35, Y161, J541. 

Sun.18.2, G543, N458, S306, 310, T387, 407, X33, 42, 
Y161, J541. 
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A62 departs Ouyen with a late running down Sunraysia on Tues.15.3.90. (Doug MacKechnie) 


NORTH EAST 


Seymour pass.: On Mon.29.1 the 18 30 down Seymour 
pass. was B80-Pekina-Loddon-Carey-MTH101-51AE- 
293CP. On Fri.19.1 a special pass. ran from Seymour to 
Melbourne and return via the Underground Loop. 
Consist was B65- 3BCE-14BE-30AE-2AE- Yarra. On 
Tues.21.2 the 18 30 down Seymour was X43-BRS222- 
MTH103-293CP. The 05 45 (8302) up Seymour pass. 
still has a big variation of locomotive power as the 
sightings listed indicate: 

Thurs. 1.2, T409-T410 

Fri.2.2, T380-T410 

Mon.5.2, B65 

Tues.6.2, T401 

Wed.7.2, T388 

Thurs.8.2, T379 

Fri.9.2, T375 

Mon.12.2, B61 

Tues.13.2, B64 

Fri.16.2, X33 

Mon.19.2, B76 

Tues.20.2, N460 

Wed.21.2, X43-T409 

Thurs.22.2, X39-T386 

Mon.26.2, B76. 


G543: On Fri.23.2. G543 (dead) arrived in Seymour 
with T391 in front of 9365 at 23 56 for crew training pur- 
poses. G543 departed for Wodonga for crew training 
on Thurs.1.3 via 9327 down goods. 


118 


Mangalore news: February produced a generally lack 
lustre month for multi loco lash ups on freight traffic 
with a similar quiet time for multi powered Albury pas- 
senger trains. There were some highlights which were 
recorded at Mangalore: 


Thurs.1.2, 08 09 X43 on an up Cobram pass., 08 41 
X41-X34 on an up Albury pass., 18 53 X34 solo on 
the down Albury pass., 21 50 X46-B65-S313 on an 
Wodonga goods. 

Fri.2.2, 04 56 B61-S311 on a down Wodonga goods, 08 
47 X34 on an up Albury pass., 18 15 H5-T407-T385 
on an up Goulburn Valley goods, 19 02 X34 on a 
down Albury pass., 22 10 X52-X49-B61-T390 on an 
up Wodonga goods, 22 51 S317-S311-S307 on up 
Albury steel. 

Sat.3.2, 08 46 X34 on an up Albury pass. 

Mon.5.2, 13 32 S311-N462 on a down Albury pass. 

Tues.6.2, 08 39 N473-X51 on up Albury pass. 

Wed.7.2, 19 20 T375-T376-T374 on up Goulburn Val- 
ley goods. 

Thurs.8.2, 18 55 X46 on down Albury pass. 

Fri.9.2, 08 45 X46 on up Albury pass., 10 40 X50-S311 
on down Cobram pass. with the return at 15 40, 18 47 
X40 on down Albury pass. 

Sun.11.2, 11 20 N474-B64 on down Albury pass., 17 02 
N474-B64 on up Albury pass., 20 44 X53-X54 on up 
Albury steel (coiled steel wagons, not VKEKs). 

Mon. 12.2, 10 50 X40 on down Cobram pass. and again 
at 15 42 on the up Cobram pass. 
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Tues.13.2, 08 44 N467-X38 on up Albury pass, 10 56 
X40 on down Cobram pass for the second day run- 
ning returning at 15 41 on the up Cobram pass. 

Thur.15.2, 08 07 X33 on up Cobram pass. 13 19 
N457-S311-S312 on down Albury pass. 

Fri.16.2, 09 49 X42 on down Albury pass, 10 44 X33 on 
down Cobram pass. 

Sun.18.2, 19 14 N464-S313 on up Albury pass. 

Tues.20.2, 13 20 X45-A73 on down Albury pass. 

Wed.21.2, 08 45 N474-X50 on up Albury pass, 09 33 
X43 on down Albury pass, 10 59 X44 on down 
Cobram pass, 14 55 X43-S306 on up Albury pass. 

Thur.22.2, 10 58 X34 on down Cobram and again at 15 
52 X34 on the up Cobram pass. 

Fri.23.2, 08 44 X47-N464 on up Albury pass, 18 55 X43 
on down Albury pass. 

Sun.25.2, 18 48 X34 on up Cobram pass, 19 14 
N470-X32 on up Albury pass, 19 46 X44 on down 
Cobram pass. 

Mon.26.2, 08 06 X44 on up Cobram pass, 08 44 
N455-S317 on up Albury pass, 09 30 S300-S306 on 
down Albury pass and 14 47 §306-S300 on up Albury 
pass. 

Wed.28.2, 09 53 58RM on a down special pass. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Southern Cross Express: The rollingstock used on the 
ill fated Southern Cross Express was transferred to 


Goulburn on Fri.29.12.89. The train consist was 
42211-CP35-CP24-713-604-605-503-607-601-603-708- 
CP30-VLPY 134-VLPY 146. 


Mangalore sightings: Double heading .on some of the 
passenger trains were the month’s highlights. Listed 
are the sightings for February: 

Fri.2.2, 13 25 C505-C504 on down goods. 


Sat.3.2, 21 26 G523-G519 on Sydney Express. 
Sun.4.2, 21 00 42216-42201 on up goods, 21 37 
G516-8175 on Sydney Express 


Tues.6.2, 07 08 C505-X37 on up goods. 
Mon.12.2, 08 08 8172-G517 on Melbourne Express. 


Sun.18.2, 20 22 CS504-C505 on up goods, 21 37 
8174-8172 on Sydney Express 


Mon.19.2, 21 39 G525-8170 on Sydney Express. 
Sun.25.2, 21 27 G518-8168 on Sydney Express. 


Wed.28.2, 10 20 8168-8167 on down Intercapital 
Daylight. 


EAST 


Warragul news: News for this area for February is as 
follows: 


* On Tues.30.1 the rail greasing train (794M-797M) 
ran to Warragul. It arrived about 11 50, the crew 
changed ends and after many exchanges of whistles 


On Wed.21.2.90 C504, on No. 9696 up Albury express goods, failed on Tallarook bank. C505 on No. 9693 down 
Albury express goods, stowed its loading at Broadford, and proceeded to Tallarook light engine to provide 
assistance into Tallarook Loop. This provided the usual sight of two C class locomotives working cab to cab, seen 
here. (Bryce Leydon) 
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ny 


Due to no other motive power being available at Korumburra to run the Barry Beach goods on Mon.11.12.89, T386 
and H5 worked the train. This is a very unusual working for a H class as they are not normally permitted beyond 
Leongatha. Our photo shows H5 and T386, with VOFXs collected from Fish Creek and oil pots from Barry Beach, 
climbing up the 1 in 40 grades out of Fish Creek at 12 35. (Bryce Leydon) 


between driver and guard, set back to the down end 
crossover, then ran non-stop through the up plat- 
form towards Melbourne, clearing the platform at 
11 58. 

* On Wed.31.1 with tram workers picketing, disrupt- 
ing train services in Melbourne, most Warragul ser- 
vices in the evening were 15 or so minutes late. 

* No. 4083 still occasionally delays the arrival of No. 
8431 at Warragul, but on most nights the delay to 
the Bairnsdale train is minimal, if any. On most 
occasions when 4083 is late, 8431 is a similar amount 
late, so the stabling of 4083 does not significantly 
delay 8431. 

* On Wed.14.2 No. 4030, the 09 19 up Warragul met 
the overhead inspection train (1471M-inspection 
car-1473M) between General Motors and Dande- 
nong, travelling towards Warragul at 10 17. The 
timetable for the inspection train was depart Flin- 
ders Street at 08 05 and arrive at Warragul at 10 10, so 
this train was well and truly late. The 15 45 down 
Traralgon that day was 5 late from Spencer Street 
and was still 5 late on arrival at Warragul. This train 
suffers from overcrowding and if passengers want a 
seat, it is advisable for them to board at Spencer 
Street. 

* Late arrivals at Warragul on the afternoon of 
Wed.21.2 included 8423, the 16 58 down Traralgon 
which was 10 late, 4069, the 16 28 down Warragul 
which was 15 late, 4083, the 17 53 down Warragul 
was 20 late with 8431, the 18 05 down Bairnsdale, a 
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similar amount late. On the up, 8436, the 17 05 Sale 
left Warragul 10 late,but 4096, the 18 48 up Warragul 
was on time. 


METROPOLITAN 

Tottenham Yard sightings: Plenty of variety is usually 

the catchcry when in the vicinity of Tottenham Yard. 

Wed.31.1 was no exception. 

07 20 963-939 on 9192 goods ex Mt. Gambier. 

07 30 T396 on 9243 cement to Fyansford. 

07 45 705-BL27 on 9148 up superfreighter. 

07 50 8177 on 9662 up standard gauge goods. 

08 55 8170 on the up Melbourne Express. 

09 00 8173 on down Intercapital Daylight. 

10 00 42217 on 9664 on up standard gauge goods. 

10 40 X37 on 9605 switch trip to Somerton. 

12 20 X37 on 9606 switch trip from Somerton. 

13 00 C501-BL26 on 9169 down goods to Adelaide. 

13 10 H1 on 9260 Shepparton - Corio oil train. 

13 20 8170 on 9693 down standard gauge goods. 

13 30 X40 light engine to Brooklyn. 

13 40 G526-705-703 on 9249 goods to Geelong. 

14 00 42201-42203 on 9696 up standard gauge goods. 

14 25 G522-C505 on 9695 down standard gauge goods. 

Sightings on Thurs.15.2: 

06 30 BL26-BL34 on 9146 superfreighter from 
Adelaide. 
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07 00 H5-701 on 9192 goods ex Mt. Gambier. 

07 45 BL33-BL32 on 9148 superfreighter from 
Adelaide. 

08 00 8172 on 9662 up standard gauge goods. 

08 05 B65 on the 07 18 up Bacchus Marsh pass. 

08 40 G521 on the up Melbourne Express. 

08 45 8169 up light engine. 

11 25 BL26 on 9167 Long Island - Port Adelaide steel 
train. 

12 00 8174 on up standard gauge goods. 

13 10 G518 on up standard gauge goods. 

13 25 BL32 on 9169 express goods to Adelaide. 

14 05 701-HS on 9249 goods to Geelong. 

15 15 C501-C502-C506-C509-C503 on 9150 express 
goods from Adelaide. 


Runaway train: A driverless suburban train derailed 
after a 200 m runaway journey from Gowrie station on 
Sat.17.2. The three carriage train was being prepared 
for a run to the city when it rolled from the platform 
and took at about 06 20. 


Long Island goods:. Sightings of this train during 
January are listed: 


9334 9529 
Tues.2.1 X50-G541 X32 
Wed.3.1 X49-B76-X42 B?? 
Thurs.4.1 X51-X54-K32 B64 
Sat.6.1 $300-S311-S312 B75 
Tues.9.1 S313-B80-X45 X31 
Tues. 16.1 X34-X54-T407 X45-C507 
Sat.20.1 934-XK51-X49 Bél 
Thurs.25.1_ .C506-X33 B80 
Tues.30.1 B61-S301-S311 X41 


Train crash probe: The Met has set up an investigation 
into an incident which saw a city bound train plough 
through a set of level crossing gates at Brighton Beach 
on Tues.13.2. Train services on the Sandringham line 
were disrupted for about 30 minutes after the incident. 
A Met official said the gates were open to road traffic 
when the incident happened at 16 26, but fortunately 
there were no cars on the crossing at the time. 


B79 blasts out of Kilmore East on No. 9314, mini Apex train to Brooklyn at 17 15 on Wed.29.11.89. 


(Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Rollingstock 


3-Pack wagons: The latest addition to the V/Line 
freight fleet, the 3-Pack container wagon, is about to be 
introduced into service. The wagons are being pro- 
duced at Ballarat workshops, and are equipped with a 
revolutionary braking system developed by Westing- 
house Brakes. The wagons will be coded VQAW. 


More ‘H’ cars: A further four Harris suburban car- 
riages are undergoing conversion to V/Line stock. Cars 
noted at Newport workshops on Fri.16.2 were 902M, 
901M, 3501T and 3506T. 


Harris Trains: These trains, originally 4x4 car sets were 
split up to form 2x6 and 1x4 car sets. During January 
1x6 car set was in use on the Sandringham line and the 
other 4 car set was reduced to 3 cars M-T-M for trials. It 
is assumed that there will be two sets of six cars, 
M-T-T-M-T-M running by April with four cars 
released to V/Line for conversion to commuter 
carriages. 


Carriages: Both N2 and N19 were noted at Newport 
workshops on Fri.16.2 undergoing overhaul. Set SH25 
was being repaired as was ACZ256 also noted on the 
same day. Train of Knowledge carriages Melville and 
Avoca were noted at Newport on the same day, also 
sleepers 1, 2, and 4, Wimmera, 56RM, 64RM and State 
Car No.4. These cars are stored. 


Train of Knowledge: The Jrain of Knowledge rolling- 
stock was noted stored in the paint shop, Newport 
Workshops on Mon.15.1 as follows: Pekina, Loddon, 


Carey, Acheron, Melville and Coliban. Moorabool was 
noted at the Steamrail depot and Avoca at Spotswood. 
Subsequently the rollingstock has been allocated for 
preservation as follows: 


Wando Allocated to AREA. 

Acheron Allocated to AREA. 

Coliban Sold to Steam Ranger Tours. 

Inman Sold to Steam Ranger Tours. 

Pekina Allocated to ARHS museum — SLSPG. 
Loddon Allocated to ARHS museum — SLSPG. 
Carey Allocated to ARHS museum — SLSPG. 
Melville, Avoca and Moorabool have yet to be allocated. 


Standard gauge changes: Changes in the use of roll- 
ingstock used on the Melbourne/Sydney Express and 
Intercapital Daylight came into effect from Sun.11.2. 
MBY motorail wagons have been removed. PHN 
power vans were replaced with SRA PHA stock on the 
Melbourne/ Sydney Express and SRA PHS power vans 
were removed from the Jntercapital Daylight and 
replaced with PHN vehicles. Victorian rollingstock 
initially VBK (first class sitting carriages) were replaced 
with SRA stock with the Victorian stock being progres- 
sively placed on the broad gauge. VFR215 was noted at 
Newport workshops on Fri.16.2 for conversion to a BS 
type carriage. 259, 261 and 263VBK will become ACZ 
carriages, and all other rollingstock will eventually be 
converted. VHN241 will become CS241. It is not 
known what the fate of the VRS buffet cars will be. 
Depending on costs, these 3 (231, 232 and 233) along 
with Moorabool could become high capacity com- 
muter cars. 


X34 hauls the Train of Knowledge near Darnum while returning back to Melbourne, on Fri.5.5.89, after a weeks 


outing to East Gippsland. (John Dare) 
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Preservation 


T341 and W250, both belonging to the Healesville At present, the 1920’s model of Healesville yard is 
Railway Co-Operative Limited have recently been operating in the old booking hall at Healesville station. 
repainted in their original colour schemes, and 62RM _ smoke and steam fill the air as 14A rolls the first train of the 
has almost been similarly repainted. day over the Belgrave trestle on 2.10.80. (Frank Cross) 
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Works 


Bendigo rationalisation: Work commenced during the 
latter half of November on the rationalisation of the 
Bendigo yard. All lines on the up side of the line be- 
tween the Myrtle Street and Thistle Street bridges are 
dead end sidings at the moment with access from the 
Myrtle Street end. One road in this area has been 
removed. No.2 and 3 roads through the platform have 
been removed and the signals controlling them have 
been removed from the masts. The road in the dock 
platform at the up end of the down platform has been 
removed and a number of roads leading to the goods 
shed have also been removed. The up track between 
Bendigo ‘C’ box and Bendigo ‘D’ box was lifted during 
early December. 


Warrnambool area: On Tues.5.12 the main line points 
leading to the former cement siding in the Warrnam- 
bool - Dennington section were noted in the course of 
removal. A number of sidings have been removed 
from Warrnambool yard including No.5 road and the 
wharf line. The points in the main line which led to the 
long removed Esso siding on the down side of the Mer- 
rivale Drive level crossing have also been removed. A 
new siding for container traffic is being constructed on 
the down side of the Walsh Road level crossing in the 
Warrnambool - Dennington section. Materials sal- 
vaged from the two main line point removals noted 
above are being used. Two pairs of points have been 
fabricated on site ready for use when required. The for- 
mation has been prepared to the point where the sub 
base has been rolled. 


Western inspection: An inspection in the west of the 
state on Mon.5.2 - Wed.7.2 revealed the following: 


Serviceton station: Platform has been fenced off with 


temporary post and wire fence and platform is not 
maintained beyond the fencing. Fences are aligned 
with roof awnings and attempts to consolidate the 
building and precincts. A ticket window has a notice 
advising that locals were now managing the building 
and were seeking interested parties or groups to put 
forward ideas for development of the building as a 
tourist centre, restaurant, motel or some other use. 
The grounds are an eyesore with no maintenance 
or care taking place and one staff departmental 
residence in the grounds is available for sale. 

Natimuk station: Building is in remarkably good con- 
dition with little or no vandalism and platform is 
intact. The grounds are in very good condition. No.3 
road (silo road) is still in situ. However all other rails 
have been removed. 

Former Portland - Portland North line: The rail bridge 
over Bentinck Street has been removed and totally 
filled in and will be sealed shortly. The stone 
masonry facade of this bridge on the Portland Bay 
side (down side) has been retained for historical pur- 
poses. The neglect and disuse apparent in the Port- 
land North yard and associated sidings would sug- 
gest that this line’s days are numbered. 

Timboon line: Rails remain in situ from Curdies siding 
to Curdie lime quarry. Approximately 0.5 km in 
length, this crosses the Curdies River trestle. On the 
quarry (Melbourne) side the track goes some way 
past the quarry and the points and a short length of 
track into the quarry were noted still in position. The 
trestle is in fair condition falling prey to the weather 
and erosion of ballast on its deck. In addition, as the 
trucks which serve the quarry must pass under the 
trestle, it could only be a matter of time before the 


Demolition of the Echuca goods shed in progress on Fri.23.2.90. (L Sutton) 
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Adelaide. 13 00 Wed.31.1.90. (lan Green) 


bridge or its abutments are struck. At the moment 
the remaining rails are assisting to keep the bridge 
aligned. 


Cobden station: Extensive vandalism and removal of 
timbers was evident. 


Ballarat re-signalling: Planning for the re-signalling of 
the Ballarat area is continuing. The double line be- 
tween Warrenheip and Ballarat is expected is to be 
retained, but single line will operate between Ballarat 
and Linton Junction using the present up line. The 
present down line between these two points is pro- 
posed to be used as a shunt line, allowing easier access 
to the existing private sidings, the Redan area and the 
ballast loading point that has been established on the 
remains of the former Skipton line. This project will 
result in the demise of the four sets of interlocked 
gates, and five mechanical signal boxes. It is under- 
stood that Warrenheip will remain as a manned signal 
box. This area is probably the largest area of complex 
mechanical signalling and signal boxes remaining in 
Australia. 


WEEKLY NOTICES 


Block hours: Commencing forthwith and until further 
notice, Sydenham, Woodend, Castlemaine and Ben- 
digo ‘A’ will be switched in as follows: 


Sydenham: Monday to Friday — From 05 45 until 13 30. 
Saturdays and Sundays switched out. 


Woodend: Monday to Friday — From 13 00 to 21 00 
each day. Saturdays and Sundays switched out. 


Castlemaine: Monday to Friday — From 08 45 Monday 
until 23 59 the following Friday. Saturday — From 18 
00 until 21 00. Sunday switched out. 


Bendigo ‘A’: Sunday — From 23 00 until 08 00 the 
following day. Monday to Thursday — From 16 00 
until 08 00 the following day. Friday — From 16 00 
until 02 30 the following day. (WN38/89) 


Dunolly - Mildura: On Fri.3.11 the End of Train Detec- 
tion System (TAILS) was commissioned between 
Dunolly and Mildura. All trains and light locomotives 
travelling over this corridor must be provided with the 
modified End of Train Marker. (WN45/89) 


Bendigo: Commening forthwith, empty carriage pas- 
senger- trains may stand in No.2 track, without the 
locomotive being attached to the carriages. Before the 
locomotive is detached, the Stationmaster is to ensure 
that the carriages are properly secured. (WN3/90) 
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H1 waits at Tottenham Yard with No. 9260 block oil to Corio, as C501 and BL26 pass. with No. 9169 express goods to 


Donald: Through train orders must not be issued for 
trains to proceed through Donald. Train orders are 
only to be issued for trains to proceed to Donald, the 
train order will not indicate trains at Donald. Drivers of 
trains approaching Donald may, contact the signalman 
Donald on the end-to-end radio once within range and 
obtain verbal information of the general status of trains 
at Donald or alternatively obtain train information 
from the train controller. Donald intermediate termi- 
nal station will not make distinction on train orders be- 
tween loop and station for train order working. 
(WN1/90) 

Murrawa: Commencing forthwith and until further 
notice the down end points (Mt. Gambier end) of the 
Murrawa siding have been spiked out of service. 
(WN6/90) 

Ringwood: On Fri.26.1 up automatic signal No.L828 
was converted to a home signal and renumbered 
No.828. A post telephone was installed at the signal 
and is connected to the Ringwood signal box. 
(WN5/90) 

Sydenham: On Thurs.1.2 flashing light signals were 
provided at Calder Park Drive located at 25.8 km. The 
operation of the flashing lights will be automatic for up 
and down movements. Healthy state indication lights 
and yellow whistle posts were provided. (WN6/90) 


Wallan: On Thurs.20.12 the down refuge siding was 
abolished. Points No.8 were spiked normal, secured by 
a special point clip and 8P padlock and will be removed 
at a later date. Levers 7, 8 and 9 were sleeved normal. 
(WN1/90) 

TENDERS 

Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line and the Met 

include: 

* Construction of pavement for the South Dynon 
driver training facility. 

* The sale of ferrous scrap material during the period 
1.3.90 to 30.6.90 ex Spotswood yard operations 
depot. 

* Supply of rail anchors as may be ordered during the 
period 1.4.90 to 31.3.92. 

* Purchase and removal of replaced sleepers from the 
Dandenong to Barry Beach railway line. 

* Dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of 
specified rail, associated fittings and turnouts/cros- 
sings released from the Stony Point to Bittern rail- 
way line. 

* Supply and delivery of security fencing at Eltham, 
Hurstbridge and Lilydale. 
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STAWELL — GRAMPIANS LINE 


In his article on his holiday in the Grampians which 
appeared on p.39 of the February, 1990 edition of News- 
rail Colin Davis queries the opening dates for the 
Grampians line published in two different sources, and 
also asks readers for any additional information they 
may have on lines in the Grampians area generally. 


Mike Guiney recently sent the Articles Editor 
photocopies of part of a VR Secretary’s File dated 
19.3.1904 and some pages from Hansard dated 
27.6.1951 with the wording on debate regarding railway 
lines to be closed. Some pertinent dates from these two 
documents are given below. 


Construction of the Grampians line commenced in 
1878, and was completed in 1881. 


The branch originally led off the main line about a 
mile on the down side of Stawell station, but was later 
extended to Stawell station, extending its length by 
about 134 miles to about 174 miles. The change was 
made on 24.6.1888. 


Shortly after completing the line, the Public Works 
Department informally transferred the line to the Rail- 
way Department. However, it was not regarded as 
vested in the Railways Commissioners. In 1889 the 
Crown Solicitor was of the opinion that as the line was 
built by the State it became vested in the Commis- 
sioners under Section 40 of Act No.767, but as late as 
1890 Mr Speight maintained that the line was not part 
of VR. 


A large quantity of stone was conveyed from the 
Grampians Quarries for a few years after the line was 
completed (or opened, depending on one’s interpre- 


tation or definition), but this traffic later dwindled and 
the line thereafter carried small amounts of stone, 
sleepers and firewood. A few special excursion trains 
also ran to the quarries. 

As the authorities did not wish to incur the risk of 
having the line recognised as part of VR, the excursion 
trains were not charged for and stone was carried at a 
rate of 1d per ton mile. However, after 1892 the Depart- 
ment’s ordinary charges were made on all traffic. 

The line was kept in bare running order by repairs as 
occasion demanded. On 19.5.1900 the Chief Engineer 
of Way and Works said that the bridges on the line 
were in bad condition and that the line would require 
considerable expenditure if it were to continue to oper- 
ate. On 11.7.1900 the Acting Commissioner decided to 
close the line. Because of strong protests which 
ensued, the Chief Engineer made a personal inspec- 
tion of the line and submitted a report on 25.7.1900. 

On 26.7.1900 the Acting Commissioner directed that 
the line be kept open until 31.8.1901. On 24.9.1902 he 
decided that the line would be closed from 31.12.1902. 
Apparently the Minister [presumably for Transport — 
Editor] overruled the Acting Commissioner and the 
line remained open. 

Harrigan’s date of 1905 to which Mr Davis refers 
would appear to be the date on which ownership of the 
line was officially transferred from the PWD to the VR, 
although Mike Guiney thinks this actually occurred in 
1904. 

During the debate of 1951 regarding the proposed 
closure of certain railway lines it was pointed out that 
the line had carried little or no traffic for many years 
and that several bridges on the line had been burnt out. 


B65 with the scratch set at Sunbury on the 17 30 up pass. Thur.11.1.90. (John Green) 
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I Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

l Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

~ 
I 
I 
| 
J 
I 


| 
1 
1 
1 
I 
I 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
! 
1 
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P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


| Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
| Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


I 

| 

J 

490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 

| OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 

I CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 

I 

| 

| 

| 

| 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187 596 6342 | 


Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
10am-6.30pm 10am-9pm 9am-5pm I 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models ! 
1 Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK | 
| Direct Importers Bankcard welcome | 


THE 
RAILFAN 
SHOP 


=< SE 


Australia and overseas. 


os >< Ss 


os 


We stock e 


Roco Railways 


SS 
2s 


X 


SOS OS SS 
CN OS PS OS 


>< >A 


APRIL, 1990 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include 
full name, address and phone number, and cheque (not 
cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, GPO 
Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertise- 
ments is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are advised 
to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any adver- 
tisement as they contain an indemnity from the advertiser. 
Copies are available on request. 


Charges: Normal rate $1.50 per line per month. Special rate 
for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge 
for all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


WANTED TO BUY 


In order to Complete Bound Volumes of Transport 
Magazines, the following are urgently sort from Newsrail 
readers: ARHS Bulletins 1980 and earlier, ARE Magazines 
1971 and earlier, Electric Traction 1984 and earlier, Trolley 
Wire 1985 and earlier, VR Newsletters 1951 and earlier, 
Narrow Gauge Nos. 51, 52 and 54. Anyone able to offer any 
of these will receive top prices in return. Please Contact 
(03) 890 1182. 


A.R.H.S. Railway Museum 


Open every Saturday, Sunday and Public Holidays, 
except Christmas Day and Good Friday: 12 00 - 17 00. 


Also on school holidays: Wednesdays 13 00 - 16 00. Mid- 


week visits by arrangement — Tel. 596 3249. 


Miniature steam rides: Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November. 


Champion Road, North Williamstown 


Transport House 
589 Collins Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 
Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., 


Telephone 
03-619 4567 


from 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
e Powerline Models 
Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 


Lima Railways HO and OO scales 

Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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